1909]                 Herr von Bethmann Hollweg

didn't wish to dissolve Parliament, Biilow forced him into it.
I see nothing but mistakes which were due to this influence.

Bethmann will be quite another matter. He's very honest,
he would suffer rather than lie, and at present not one of his
sentiments is dominated by vanity. Will he know how to
stand up to the Emperor ? Has he sufficient authority and
initiative to be heard ? I don't think so. As for Foreign
Affairs he hasn*t of course the remotest inkling. He has
never left the Home Civil Service and he has travelled very
litde outside Germany. His mother is a Frenchwoman and
owing to this he talks French marvellously which is some-
thing when one has to see a lot of diplomats, but it's not
everything. His wife was a Fraulein Pfuel, niece of old Herr
von Pfuel who was Prussian Minister in Sweden for many
years. She has been very pretty but has delicate health, and
she lacks Frau von Billow's elegance but her character is
more serious.

The Emperor tore himself away from his pleasures and
sport at Kiel to spend a couple of days in Berlin. He made
various appointments and held audiences with his new Minis-
ters in the Palace Garden on the banks of the Spree where
the Public were able to observe his gestures from the quay
opposite. Then he hastened off to sea again to undertake
this eternal Norwegian cruise which he must know by heart.

Kleinitz, 23 rJ July, 1909.

I have had a letter from Frau Schwabach and the other
day I saw young Prince Reuss who is working at the Ministry
for Foreign Affairs and who came here to spend a few days
with his mother. They both say that in spite of all the
tenderness which he heaped on Biilow there's no doubt the
Emperor is delighted about his departure, because he has
never forgiven him for last November. Biilow must have
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